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Amarakosha.   This was of great help  to him .iiiu
acquiring a deep knowledge of Sanskrit in later life'*
and enabled him to have such a mastery of Hindu
Law.   He subsequently studied Sanskrit at Ber-
hampore  under  the  tuition  of the distinguished
Bengali author, Pundit Ramgati Nyayaratna.

He retained his wonderful memory up to the
last day of his life. In his case, the poet's prophecy
was falsified. Pope, in his " Essay on Cirticism,"
says,

"Where memory prevails,
The solid power of understanding fails."

But in Sir Gooroodass, we had a rare combination
of memory and intelligence, and it is difficult to
say which of these faculties was the most developed
in him. He could cite offhand and faultlessly
English, Bengali and Sanskrit passages, prose and
poetry, from books which he had read in his school
and college days. He was a strong advocate of
the cultivation of memory, but he condemned
cramming. He used to take a keen interest in
the inter-collegiate recitations annually arranged
by the Calcutta University Institute, in which
he often acted both as selector and judge. He
always advised students to practise the faculty
of memory which, he said, would *hdp them to
become good writers and speakers.

In Sir Gooroodass's time, students had not to
read many books, but only a limited number, of
the best type in each subject and these very tho-
rouglily. He had all along been in favour of pres-